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Sierra Leone has the honor of being the 
first country on the African continent in 
which our Baptist witness was planted. 
The Colony was founded in 1787 as a home 
for liberated slaves. Five years later, 
1792, six months before the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society of Great Britain was 
formed, Baptist freed slaves from Nova 
Scotia (North America) landed in Free- 
town and erected a church building near 
the old Cotton Tree which is still flourish- 


ing. 
Second B.M.S. Field 


In 1795 the young Baptist Missionary 
Society, having sent William Carey to In- 
dia, looked for a second field and chose 
Sierra Leone. Two young ministers— 
Rodway and Grigg—were sent to proclaim 
the Gospel, not in the Colony where the 
indigenous church was planted, but in that 
part c! the country which later became the 
Protectorate, and also in the Banana Is- 
lands. 

Sierra Leone in those days was the 
“White Man’s Grave” and Rodway had to 
return to England broken in_ health. 
Grigg, however, carried on his work at 
Port Loko, but, being a keen emancipa- 


(CONTINUED TO Pace 3) 


This old Cotton Tree, under which 
African chiefs gathered in the 17th 
and 18th centuries to confirm agree- 
ments and treaties, furnished shade 
also for the formation of the first 
Baptist church in Africa in 1792. 





HUNGARIAN REFUGEES 


An Editorial by R. Paut CaupILu 
Chairman, Relief Committee of B.W.A. 


UNGARIAN refugees continue to arrive by plane and ship at Camp Kilmer, New 

Jersey, U.S.A. As of midnight, March 26, a total of 30,393 refugees had been 
registered, pushing the total for March to nearly 3,000. A few under 1,000 are ex- 
pected to arrive during the month of April. Action by the U. S. Congress will be 
necessary to permit acceleration to the previous rate of immigration. 

Camp Kilmer facilities, built in 1940 as a place where male troops were gathered 
before going abroad, are used to care for the refugees until they leave for their new 
homes throughout the land. The army functions as housekeeper for the center and 
sees that the arrivals are fed, clothed, housed and given necessary medical services 
prior to their resettlement. 


THe Baptist TEAM at Camp Kilmer now consists of Miss Ruth Teasdale, rep- 
resentative of the Refugee Resettlement Program of the American Baptist Convention, 
and the Reverend Michael Biro, pastor of the Magyar Baptist Church, Trenton, New 
Jersey, who represents the Relief Committee of the B.W.A. as pastor-counselor to 
the refugees. Mr. Biro succeeds Dr. Emil Kontz and Dr. Bela Udvarnoki who previ- 
ously had served in this capacity at the camp. 

Refugees arriving at Camp Kilmer thus far have averaged about 62 per cent 
Catholic, 10 per cent Jewish and non-sectarian, and 25 per cent Protestant, Reformed, 
Lutheran and Baptist. More than 65 per cent of the arrivals are single men. 


THe Baptist RevieF ComMMiTTEE for Hungary (a sub-committee of the Relief 
Committee of the Baptist World Alliance) is rendering a notable service in Austria. 
A Baptist camp was opened at Rekawinkel, some twenty miles west of Vienna. This 
camp, maintained by the gifts of Baptists from throughout the world, had, as of 
February 1, cared for 201 refugees. 

The European Committee has also sent hundreds of clothing packages to individual 
Baptists out of the tons and tons of clothing received—25 tons came from Sweden 
alone! The committee hopes to include food packages in the shipments in the near 
future, though at present food can be sent into Hungary only through the Red Cross 
and without designation. Numerous gospels, testaments, Bibles and tracts have been 
distributed in the Vienna area to the refugees. ; 

According to United Nations report, 187,830 have fled Hungary since the exodus 
began. Of this number, 170,743 have entered Austria, and 17,087 Yugoslavia. Other 
countries that have received refugees are as follows: France; Sweden; Switzerland; 
Canada; Australia; Brazil; Luxemburg; Ireland; Italy; Netherlands; New Zealand: 
Spain; Venezuela; Uruguay; United Kingdom; Turkey; Union of South Africa; 
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tionist, protested against certain abuses and 
came into conflict with the acting Gover- 
nor, William Dawes. The Young Baptist 
missionary was expelled from the coun- 
try, and the B.M.S. were obliged to aban- 
don their second field. 


The Indigenous Church 


The indigenous church under African 
leadership prospered and several other 
churches were established. David George 
was their first minister. Whilst in Nova 
Seotia he had “put himself to school” in 
order to prepare for future usefulness. 
Governor Macaulay—the father of Macau- 
lay the historian—described the members 
of this first African Baptist Church as a 
“decent and orderly congregation.” 

The second minister was Hector Peters, 
the son of King Peters, a remarkable es- 
caped slave. Of Hector Peters an official 
said: “He is an honest, laborious and per- 
severing individual. . he has prayer 
every day with unabated zeal before sun- 


Creole Baptist Church, Freetown, 
Sierra Leone, is the present-day rep- 
resentative of the first Baptist church 
formed in Africa. 
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The Freetown Baptist Church, 
founded in 1792 by liberated slaves re- 
turning from North America, is not 
only the oldest Baptist church in 
Africa, but also the oldest known Bap- 
tist church outside Great Britain and 
the North American continent. In 
South America, in Australia, in cen- 
tinental Europe, and in Asia, every 
Baptist church known to us was or- 
ganized after the one in Sicrra Leone. 





rise and after the hours of labour in the 
evening.” 

The church prospered, but in 1853 was 
merged in another church of Baptist prin- 
ciples, and to-day the Creole Baptist 
Church in Regent Road, Freetown, repre- 
sents this early work. 


Decline and Investigation 


The Baptist church in Sierra Leone has 
had great chapters in its history. One of 
the Regent Road pastors, William Thomas 
George Lawson, was government interpre- 
ter for many years and was able to speak 
fluently twenty languages. He was the 
son of the Paramount Chief of the Little 
Popos. The church carried on mission 
work and had a mission house as well as 
a church building. During a period of 
decline the missions and churches estab- 
lished by the mother church passed into 
other hands, but the Bassa Baptist Church, 
founded in 1926 by the Bassa people who 
are immigrants from Liberia and of whom 
there are 5,000 in Freetown,.-remained 
and prospered. During the years 1954 to 
1956 the two churches passed through a 
grave crisis. 

It was at this period that Sir Herbert 
Janes and I, treasurer and secretary of the 
Baptist Commonwealth and Colonial So- 
ciety, visited Sierra Leone to investigate 
Baptist work there. We came to the con- 
clusion that if the work was to be revived 
and strengthened new leadership was es- 
sential. Both churches were under the 
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control of an unworthy man who was later 
convicted of fraudulent conversion. 

The Creole mother church was very 
weak, but the sturdy Bassa people in spite 
of many handicaps were bravely carrying 
on their work. They had started to erect 
a new concrete church building in 1948 
but, after the foundations were laid and 
the walls erected a few feet, had to aban- 
don the work through lack of funds. 


A New Start 


Sir Herbert Janes and I saw this aban- 
doned building and were deeply moved 
by the Macedonian call for help. On our 
return to London we presented our report 
and Mrs. Morton and I were invited to go 
to Sierra Leone as advisers. 

It was a difficult and delicate mission 
as the superintendent minister, in spite 
of the wishes of the people, refused to 
co-operate. The Bassa Church dismissed 
him and appointed me their leader and 
we proceeded to complete the Bassa 
church building. This was dedicated and 
opened in June 1956. 

Later the mother church also dismissed 
their unworthy leader, but he refused to 
go and locked up the church. On behalf 
of the members I made application to 
the Supreme Court for new trustees to be 
appointed, and in this way the property 
was restored to the members and _ they 
were able to return to their church home. 
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The new Bassa Baptist Church is 





nearing completion at Freetown, 


Sierra Leone. 







The building was repaired and re-opened 
at a great Re-dedication Service in July 
1956. 

The Rev. T. Victor Jones, D.S.C., was 
sent out from England to succeed me and 
now has the oversight of both churches. 
His main work is to train two young 
men—a Creole and a Bassa—for the 
ministry. At present they are styled 
assistant ministers and help in the work 
of the churches. Others are being trained 
for leadership in the various departments 
of the church life. Bible study is also a 
prominent feature in Mr. Jones’ work, 
for the people have sorely lacked instruc- 


tion in the Word of God. 



















A Great Opportunity 






Here in Sierra Leone is a great oppor- 
tunity, not only to preserve and revive our 
Baptist witness, but also to make a con- 
tribution to the forces of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ in a land where 
paganism and Islam, ignorance and sin, 
are predominant. Baptists of the world 
please pray for our Creole and Bassa 
brethren in their time of sore need and 
yet glorious opportunity. 
















NEXT MONTH—A story of Baptist 
Beginnings in North America. 
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NEWS OF THE BAPTIST WORLD 


Toronto Planners Ask 
International Help 


The committee planning the fifth Baptist 
Youth World Conference at Toronto, Can- 
ada, June 27-July 2, 1958 asks the help of 
Baptists around the world in three things: 


1. All Baptist students from other coun- 
tries now attending or planning to attend 
North American colleges or universities 
will be invited to attend the Conference. 
Their names are needed now so that in- 
vitations can be issued. Baptist leaders 
in various countries are invited to send the 
names and American addresses of these 
students to Robert S. Denny, BWA youth 
secretary. 


2. Favorite songs of Baptist young 
people in all lands will be published in a 
Conference song book. Please send a list 
of the favorites from your country to Mr. 
Denny. 


3. Plans are being made for exhibit 
space wherein literature, pictures, and 
other examples of Baptist youth work 
around the world will be displayed. If 
your national group can bring an exhibit 
to the meeting, please advise Mr. Denny. 


The Administrative Committee of the 
Youth Committee still is working on the 
program for the Toronto meeting and is 
anxious to have suggestions from Baptist 
youth leadership around the world. 


Baptist Fellowship Studied 


Baptist Training Unions across the 
territory of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion had a special Baptist World Alliance 
program discussion on February 24, part 
of the BWA observance of February as 
world Baptist fellowship month. 

One of the most elaborate observances 
of the occasion was at the Pierce Street 
Baptist Church of Amarillo, Texas, where 
the congregation filled the main audi- 
torium of the church. The program was 
directed by Mrs. Vester Dowell, who had 
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decorated the church with “people of all 
nations and a friendship chain made with 
the names of countries printed on each 
chain link.” A flannelgraph in front of 
the auditorium carried large felt letters 
“Baptist World Fellowship.” 


Magazine Features BWA 


The New Zealand Baptist devoted most 
of the space in its February issue to the 
Baptist World Alliance and to feature 
stories of Baptist activities around the 
world. There were articles by Dr. Arnold 
Ohrn, general secretary of the Baptist 
World Alliance; Dr. Henry Cook, Euro- 
pean secretary of the Alliance; and Dr. 
Theodore F. Adams, president of the 
Alliance. Several pictures of Baptists in 
Russia and of BWA relief work were 
included. 

The New Zealand Baptist is edited by 
the Rev. N. R. Wood. 


Dr. Cook Visits Yugoslavia 


Dr. Henry Cook, European secretary of 
the Baptist World Alliance and secretary 
of the European Baptist Federation is 
making a tour of Yugoslavia April 2-17. 
He also has received a permit from Polish 
authorities to visit Poland in May, in com- 
pany with Dr. Ernest A. Payne. The visits 
are intended to view Baptist work in these 
sections of Europe and encourage the 
people there. 


Church Contributes to BWA 


Ever since the Rev. Basil Martin told 
his congregation at Duncan, South Caro- 
lina, of the inspiration he gained at the 
Eighth Baptist World Congress at Cleve- 
land in 1950, the church has included the 
Baptist World Alliance in its annual 
budget. 

“T was so impressed with the work of 
the BWA—furnishing world consciousness 
and world fellowship for Baptists of all 
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nations—that I told my people about 
it,” Mr. Martin recalls. 

“The church wanted to have a direct 
part in the world program, and they asked 
if they couldn’t contribute to it regularly. 
The amount we give does not amount to 
much in the BWA budget,” he adds 
modestly, “but we are happy in the knowl- 
edge we have a part in it.” 

Pastor Martin explains that nobody 
solicited the contribution from the church, 
and also that the annual gift was voted 
in the knowledge that the BWA regularly 
receives a share of funds given by the 
church to the Cooperative Program of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. “It started 
simply as a result of our people wanting 
to do something for the BWA directly, 
and over and above their regular contri- 
butions to the denominational program,” 


he said. 


Introducing 
the 
Executive 
Committee 


Johannes 
Norgaard 


Dr. Johannes Norgaard, of Tollose, Den- 
mark, was first elected to the BWA 
Executive at the Copenhagen Congress in 
1947, when he became a vice-president of 
the Alliance. He has been re-elected to 
the Executive Committee at each follow- 
ing Congress. 

Born in Denmark in 1893, Dr. Norgaard 
received his education in three different 
countries. He studied business at Aalborg, 
Copenhagen (B.A. degree), and London. 
He studied theology at the Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary in Copenhagen, then 
went to the U.S.A. for further study at 
Colgate-Rochester Divinity School (B.D. 
degree), the University of Chicago, and 
Harvard University. He received the 
honorary D.D. degree from William Jewell 
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College. He is widely read in the field 
of systematic theology and is a vigorous 
and independent thinker. 

He led the historic First Baptist church 
of Copenhagen 1921-43. He has been 
principal of the Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Tollose since 1943 and has 
been editor of Baptisternes Ugeblad (Bap- 
tist Weekly) since 1953. 

Dr. Norgaard has attended seven Bap- 
tist World Congresses, beginning with the 
one in Copenhagen in 1923, and is one of 
three people known to have attended seven 
consecutive congresses. He addressed the 
Berlin Congress in 1934 on “A Missionary 
Survey of Europe.” He was host to the 
Copenhagen Congress and brought the 
welcome address on behalf of Danish 
Baptists. In 1950 at Cleveland he re- 
sponded to the addresses of welcome on 
behalf of the Baptist World Alliance. 

He is the recognized leader of Danish 
Baptists and has repeatedly served as 
president of the Baptist Union of Den- 
mark. Mrs. Norgaard is also widely 
known, nationally and _ internationally. 
They have three children. 


Africa 
Congo Christians Show Maturity 


Missions magazine comments on signs 
of maturity among Congolese Christians 
as reflected in a letter from Roland G. 
Metzger, missionary at Sona Bata, Belgian 
Congo. 

No longer are the missionaries sole ar- 
biters in church and school matters; in 
fact, no longer do the Congolese have 
only a minor voice in these affairs. Now 
they have equality both in numbers and 
in voting power in the newly organized 
partnership council, which replaces the 
old mission conference. 

Thus, another step has been taken to- 
ward self-supporting and self-propagating 
churches in the Belgian Congo. This is | 
in harmony with what has already taken [| 
place in Burma, India, the Philippines, | 
and other lands. E 
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Ghana Welcomes Missionaries 


Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, prime minister 
of the new state of Ghana, told a news 
conference he will continue to welcome 
Christian missionaries into the country. 

Most of Ghana’s cabinet are products 
of mission schools and 80 percent of the 
children in these schools today are regis- 
tered as Christians, Religious News Serv- 


ice reports. 


Christian Witness in Ghana 


Two years before Gold Coast became 
Ghana, a Baptist editor from London an- 
ticipated this great national and_ inter- 
national event in a similarly great venture 
in Christian journalism. 

New Nation, edited by David C. B. 
Smithers, has rapidly made its way to one 
of the best read journals of the Gold 
Coast. 

Helped by the Movement for World 
Evangelism, the Evangelical Alliance, the 
Methodist Missionary Society, the Inter- 
national Committee on Christian Litera- 
ture for Africa, and by other groups, the 
aims of New Nation are described by Mr. 
Smithers as “evangelistic and educa- 
tional.” 

As a new nation becomes increasingly 
literate, what better chance for Christian 
witness than an excellently illustrated, 
culturally authenticated, and _ spiritually 
dedicated publication? Mr. Smithers de- 
serves the prayerful interest of Christians 
everywhere. 


Gt 


Antoine Can Play Again 


Australasia 


New Guinea Baptists 
Form Convention 


The thrilling story of the beginning of 
Baptist work in New Guinea was told last 
month by Alan C. Prior of Australia. 
Now comes word that the recently bap- 
tized Christians from the Baiyer Valley 
and those from over the gorge at Lumis 
have gathered at the Palakapugi Church 
near Lumis for their first combined con- 
vention and the formation of a Baptist 
Union of New Guinea. The new Baptists 
were reminded that though they them- 
selves were the object of missionary work 
a year ago, they now hold responsibilities 
for extension of evangelistic efforts to 
others. 


Paper Changes Editors 


The Victorian Baptist Witness, publica- 
tion of the Baptist Union of Victoria, has 
announced the appointment of the Rev. 
E. T. Laxton as editor, succeeding the 
Rev. G. H. Blackburn. 

Mr. Blackburn, who also is secretary 
of the Baptist Union of Australia, chose 
to retire from the editorship because of 
the responsibilities of his Australian-wide 
secretaryship and connections with the 
denomination’s youth publications and 
Sunday school lesson helps. 


S$ 


Antoine was too weak to hold his head straight and his arms and legs were like drum- 


sticks when he arrived at the mission hospital at Kimpese, Belgian Congo. 


had a hump on his back. 


Too, he 


The mission doctors put him in a plaster jacket and then into a wooden frame 


wedged between two doors of the crowded hospital. 


At first he often cried. But folks 


passing through the doors spoke friendly, and he learned to smile. 
Antoine’s arms and legs have filled out now and he has moved to the veranda. 
He laughs, talks, sings and plays. His toys are a broken car, a couple of cotton reels 


on a piece of string, and a cardboard clock. 


He is one of many children and adults beting treated in the name of Christ at the 
mission, in which the Baptist Missionary Society (Britain) and the American Baptist 


Foreign Mission Society are cooperating. 


The hospital’s reputation has spread to 


Leopoldville, 150 miles away, and during the past three years nearly 250 paralyzed 
children have been taken from the Congo capital to the Kimpese treatment center. 
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The new editor is secretary of the Vic- 
torian Baptist Foreign Mission Society. 
He has served as pastor of churches in 
both Victoria and New South Wales, and 
as editor of Vision, publication of the 
Australian Baptist Foreign Mission. 


Meet the 
Youth 
Committee 


R. N. Baroi 


The Rev. R. N. Baroi was born into a 
Christian family in East Pakistan in 1920, 
one of five brothers all of whom have en- 
tered mission work. He gained his educa- 
tion in a mission school at Barisal and 
Bishnupur. He studied at Serampore Col- 
lege for seven years taking both the arts 
and theological degrees. 

Actively connected with youth work in 
college, he served as vice president of the 
Youth Association for several years and 
was secretary of the Student Christian 
Movement for three years. 

Mr. Baroi became a missionary for the 
Bengal Baptist Union in 1949, and in 1952 
was given the charge of a district which 
had 60 churches. Later that same year he 
was elected executive secretary of the 
Bengal Baptist Union and still is serving 
in that capacity. The Bengal Baptist 
Union works in cooperation with the Bap- 
tist Missionary Society of Great Britain. 
Bengal Baptists have 210 churches, with 
12,000 communicant members. 

“Due to the partition of Bengal in 1947, 
our work has suffered a great deal,” Mr. 
Baroi said. “Two-thirds of our churches 
are in East Bengal which is now called 
East Pakistan. We have a very hard task 
before us, winning for Christ those who 
daily proclaim that there is no God but 
Allah and that Mohammed is his prophet. 
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Is Your Subscription Paid? 


Many subscribers to THE Bartist 
Wortp have neglected to pay their 
subscription renewals. Why not 
mail your renewal payment today, 
and include orders for your friends 
and co-workers as well? See the 
handy order blank on Page 15. 


It is our earnest request that friends all 
over the world remember us in prayer.” 

Baptists who attended the Baptist World 
Congress in London in 1955 will remember 
Mr. Baroi as the individual who responded 
to the roll call of nations on behalf of 
Pakistan. He also spoke in sectional meet- 
ings of the Congress. 


Asia 


Crusade in Taiwan 


Three Southern Baptist leaders, several 
Southern Baptist missionaries from other 
countries in the Orient, and a national 
Baptist leader from Hong Kong will 
preach during Taiwan Baptists’ simul- 
taneous evangelistic crusade, May 5-19. 

The two weeks’ campaign is sponsored 
by the Taiwan Baptist Convention and the 
Taiwan Mission (organization of Southern 
Baptist missionaries). Taiwan Baptist 
Theological Seminary will dismiss classes 
for the two weeks so that the teachers and 
students may help with the meetings. 


A Busy Visitor 

Missionary Naomi H. Knapp, writing 
to Missions magazine from Bhimpore, 
West Bengal, says: “I have spent a great 
deal of time visiting villages where there 
are Christians. On these trips I always 
have a supply of medicine, because many 
of the people are far from any source of 
medical help. . . . Talking informally with 
the women, telling stories and playing 
games with the children, conducting Bible 
study classes, selling medicines and show- 
ing the people how to care for infected 
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sores, attempting to keep ants out of the 
food, and scraping mold off bread—activi- 
ties such as these keep us occupied most 
of the time.” 


Hospital For Indonesia 


The Baptist Hospital in Kediri, Java, 
Indonesia, was formally opened and dedi- 
cated exactly two years after the first 
clinic was established there. (A second 
clinic was opened in December, 1955.) 

Sharing in this service were Indonesians, 
Chinese, Australians, Dutchmen, and 
Americans. There were a number of doc- 
tors, preachers, and government officials 
present. 

Since the opening of the first clinic 
two years ago, more than 20,000 patients 
have been seen by the doctors and nurses. 
The staff includes three doctors, two 
nurses, a hospital technician, and an 
anesthetist. 


Europe 


Spanish Church Permitted 
To Enter New Building 


More than 500 people filled the audi- 
torium of the First Baptist Church of 
Valencia, Spain, when that congregation 
moved into a new building on Sunday, 
February 24. 

Though Spanish police had commented 
that the church’s proposed move to the 
new building was “a daresome thing to 
do”, the Spanish governor granted official 
permission on the day before the actual 
move. Missionary Joseph W. Mefford, Jr., 
described the occasion as “a miracle”. 

In addition to an adequate auditorium, 
the new building has a fashionable apart- 
ment, office space, Sunday School, and 
assembly rooms and a library. Members 
of the church were led in a stewardship 
campaign just a week before they entered 
the new building and Missionary Mefford 
reports that they are now ready for self 
support. 

The church’s move into a new building 
with government approval is a_ special 
significance since there are still four Bap- 
tist churches in Spain which are officially 
closed. 
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Pastor Manfredi Monchi, of the Tea- 
tro Valle Baptist church, Rome, Italy, 
baptizes a candidate while others wait 


There were 353 bap- 
(Photo cour- 


their turns. 
tisms in Italy last year. 
tesy The Commission.) 


Long Hunt Rewarded 


Dr. W. H. Jernagin of Washington, 
D. C., a leader among Negro Baptists in 
America, was received by Prime Minister 
Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana during the 
celebration of that nation’s independence, 
but the story he tells most enthusiastically 
following his return to the U.S.A. con- 
cerns his long and successful search for 
a Baptist church in Madrid, Spain. 

Dr. Jernagin asked the help of the 
Madrid hotel clerk in finding the church, 
but the clerk did not know of any Baptists 
in all of Madrid. He telephoned long 
distance to Dr. T. G. Dunning in London, 
who in turn called Dr. Henry Cook, but 
the time was Saturday midnight and 
neither had the address of the church at 
their homes. 

Sunday morning came, and Dr. Jernagin 
went to the only protestant church of 
which the hotel clerk knew—an Episcopal 
service. It was at noon Sunday that an 
American chaplain came into the hotel 
dining room, recognized Dr. Jernagin, and 
was able to furnish the address of a Bap- 
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tist church. Dr. and Mrs. Jernagin wor- 
shipped there on Sunday night. 

In Ghana, Dr. Jernagin presented Prime 
Minister Nkrumah with a citation and 
plaque on behalf of the National Fraternal 
Council of Churches, of which he is chair- 
man of the executive board. 


Singer Visits Europe 


Frank Boggs, one of the better known 
singers among the Baptists of America, 
and Mrs. Boggs will make a six-week’s 
tour of several European countries begin- 
ning April 24. They plan to visit Ger- 
many, England, France, Switzerland and 
Austria. 

In Germany, Boggs—a recording artist 
for Word Records—will sing for trans- 
scriptions to music played by members 
of the Hamburg Symphony under direc- 
tion of Paul Mickelson, organist for Billy 
Graham. In London, he will record a radio 
series for the British Broadcasting Com- 
pany and will give a sacred recital in 
Central Hall, Westminster. He will assist 
Dr. Tom Rees in an evangelistic campaign 


at Bradford, England. 


Mr. Boggs is minister of music of the 


First Baptist Church of Tallahassee, 


Florida, U.S.A. 


Introducing 
the 
Executive 
Committee 


Ernest A. Payne 


Dr. Ernest Alexander Payne, of London, f 


England, general secretary of the Baptist 
Union of Great Britain and Ireland, has 
been a member of the BWA Executive 
Committee since 1947. 

Born in London in 1902, Dr. Payne 


earned the B.A. and B.D. degrees from } 


the University of London, and the M.A. 
and B. Litt. degrees from Oxford Univer- 
sity. He studied also at Marburg Univer- 
sity and has been honored with a D.D. 
degree from St. Andrews. He has traveled 
widely on the continent of Europe, in- 
cluding a visit to the U.S.S.R. in 1954, 
and in India, Canada, Jamaica, and the 


U.S.A. 


“Love ... Honor... Cherish”—Or “Obey!” 
Dr. and Mrs. Calvin Winfield Applewhite, missionaries to Indonesia, have written of 


the influence of Christianity upon marriage customs there. 


they observed: 


In a letter to friends, 


eet es ae 


nm rest tm Oo two Ss } 


- id saw i a on ee a ee | 


“One of the most interesting experiences we’ve had recently was attending a Moslem 
wedding and a Christian wedding, both on the same day. The Moslem wedding was out 
in the country from Bandung and consisted of one strange ceremony after another. At 
one point, the bridegroom broke a raw egg with his bare foot, after which the bride 
washed his foot to show her submission to him. 

“The other wedding was that of two Christians in Bandung. Their ceremony was 
concluded with a presentation by the groom’s father of a Bible to the young couple, with 
the statement that he wished their lives together to be based on this Book. We couldn’t 
help but compare the difference in the two ceremonies, especially concerning the bride 
—in one she became property, in the other, a partner. 

“T think one of the things that has impressed us most since we’ve been here,” con- 
tinue the Applewhites, “is the complete change a person’s life undergoes when he be- 
comes a Christian. I know the Bible teaches that after conversion a man shall ‘take off 
the old, and put on the new,’ but in America where Christian principles are widely prac- 
ticed and where a great many children have the privilege of being reared in Christian 
homes, this change is not always so evident. However, in a land such as this, we see 
lives that are filled with superstition make a complete revolution almost overnight. 
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Dr. Payne’s first appearance on a Bap- 
tist World Congress program was at 
Berlin in 1934, when he spoke on the sub- 
ject: “Anti-God Propaganda.” He wrote 
the pageant on Baptist history for the 
Atlanta Congress in 1939. At the Cleve- 
land Congress in 1955, he spoke on “Bap- 
tism in Present-Day Theology,” following 
which address the President, Dr. C. Oscar 
Johnson, remarked: “That is the best 
Baptist message I have heard in a good 
long while.” And in 1955, Dr. Payne was 
the exceedingly alert and _ painstaking 
chairman of the British Committee on 
arrangements for the Baptist Jubilee Con- 
gress. 

He began his ministry in 1928 as pastor 
of the Bugbrooke Baptist Church. Four 
years later, 1932, he was called to serve 
on the headquarters staff of the Baptist 
Missionary Society. He was senior tutor 
at Regent’s Park College, Oxford, 1940- 
51. He has been general secretary of the 
Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland 
since 1951]. 

Dr. Payne also is vice president of the 
Baptist Historical Society and vice chair- 
man of the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches. As an author 
he has these published works: The Free 
Church Tradition in the Life of England, 
The Church Awakes, The Fellowship of 
Believers, and biographies of Henry 
Wheeler Robinson, and James Henry 


Rushbrooke. 


Secretary James L. Sprigg 
Visits Europe and Africa 


The new secretary of the American 
Baptist Foreign Mission Society with 
special responsibility for Europe and 
Africa is the Rev. James L. Sprigg, for- 
merly a missionary to the Philippines. The 
Swedish Baptist weekly gives a 3-column 
write-up to his tour of European countries 
in company with the Society’s representa- 
tive in Europe, Dr. Edwin Bell. 

During an interview, Mr. Sprigg_ re- 
marked: “We have no missionary work in 
Europe in the proper sense of the word. 
We believe that European Baptists are 
able themselves to mobilize the personnel 
resources that are needed for work there. 
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But we are willing to support the work 
in as far as the need arises. Among other 
reasons is the gratitude we owe to Europe 
for its contribution to Christian life in 
America.” 

After completing a tour of Northern 
Europe as far south as Switzerland, Mr. 
Sprigg continues his journey to Belgian 
Congo, where his Society supports no less 
than 92 missionaries. 


Advance at Breivik 


Breivik, Norway, is north of the Arctic 
Circle, but Mrs. Rachel Iversen, secretary 
of the European Baptist Women’s Union, 
included it on her tour of women’s groups. 

“Tt took a whole day to come into this 
place in a narrow ‘fiord,’ first by fisher- 
boat, then in a little boat carrying the 
mail,” she reported. “The Baptists at 
Breivik had no church so we met in a 
small building. Here the women are 
working with the children in a mission 
group. They hope to build a chapel 
soon.” 


Latin America 


Colombian Government Said 
Reconsidering Mission Ban 


News that the Colombian government 
is reconsidering its stand on Protestant 
mission activities in the rural areas of that 
country was welcomed by church leaders 
in the U.S.A. 

Dr. Reuben Nelson, general secretary of 
the American Baptist Convention, com- 
mented that “the reopening of some 20 or 
more churches in the so-called ‘mission 
territories’ of Colombia would seem to be 
an indispensable first step toward any 
practical solution of the long-standing 
issue.” The 20 churches to which he re- 
ferred were those closed during 1956. 

Since the ban first was announced in a 
government order in January 1953, many 
churches and church supported schools 
were closed because they were protestant. 
At the same time the Roman Catholic 
church was given the exclusive right to 
carry on religious education activities in 
the affected areas. Numerous acts of 
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EVANGELIST BILLY GRAHAM is shown here with his wife and four chil- 
dren at their home in Montreat, North Carolina, U.S.A. He will open an eight- 


week evangelistic crusade in New York with a rally in Madison Square Garden 
May 15.—(Religious News Service Photo.) 


violence and destruction, including the 
burning of church property, have been 
aimed at protestant churches. 

Evangelical groups in the U.S.A. have 
protested against both the ban and the 
ensuing violence. The United States De- 
partment of State has pledged itself to 
“continue to make every effort to obtain 
full protection and consideration for the 
rights and property of citizens of the 
United States.” 


48 Churches in Puerto Rico 


The Puerto Rico Mission of the Ameri- 
can Baptist Home Mission Society has 
grown into a convention with 48 churches. 
The churches have more than 7,000 mem- 
bers and contribute more than $200,000 
annually to Christian causes. 

Under the leadership of only one full- 
time general worker, Missionary Aaron F. 
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Webber, the Convention is carrying on an 
active work in home visitation evangelism, 
Christian education, budget and finance, 
evangelism and missions, church related 
school, and missionary cooperation. 

In addition to operation of a Baptist 
academy at Barranquitas, ten of the 
churches have established day schools. 
These range from kindergarten to a com- 
bination of elementary school, night high 
school, and commercial They 
cooperate in the operation of an evangeli- 
cal seminary. 

The Puerto Rican Baptists were en- 
couraged during 1956 by a visit from Dr. 
Theodore F. Adams, president of the 
Baptist World Alliance, and Dr. Ralph 
C. Walker, Dr. Howard Tillman Kuist, 
and Dr. Paul Conrad, all representing 
North American church activity. 


courses, 
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North America 


Philadelphia Association 
Celebrates 250th Birthday 


A crowd of more than 2,000 attended 
the 250th anniversary banquet of the 
Philadelphia Baptist Association in the 
Convention Hall at Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania, March 19. The occasion looked 
back to the organization in 1707 of the 
Philadelphia Baptist Association, the first 
association of Baptist churches in the 
United States. 

The list of speakers included Dr. Theo- 
dore F. Adams, president of the Baptist 
World Alliance, Dr. Casper C. Warren, 
president of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion, Dr. Joseph H. Jackson, president of 
the National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., 
Inc., and Miss Marguerite Hazzard, 2nd 
vice president of the American Baptist 
Convention. 

Bringing greetings from 22-million 
Baptists around the globe within the 
fellowship of the Baptist World Alliance, 
Dr. Adams said, “We Baptists are united 
in our belief in Christ as the world’s only 
Saviour and in devotion to the task of 
evangelism and missions. We are also 
united in our belief in liberty of con- 
science and full religious freedom for all 
men of every faith. We believe in the 
separation of church and state, and that 
every man should be free to worship 
according to his conscientious convic- 
tions.” 


Bethel College and Seminary 
Trains 209 Missionaries 





Dr. Jackson said: “If Roger Williams 
could challenge a whole colony, 16-million 


Baptists in the United States should 
change the nation.” 


Dr. Lord To Visit America 


Dr. F. Townley Lord of London, a past 
president of the Baptist World Alliance 
and member of the BWA Executive Com- 
mittee, and Mrs. Lord will visit the United 
States May 7-June 20 at the invitation of 
several American churches. He and Mrs. 
Lord will take part also in the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

Dr. Lord is scheduled to fill the pulpit 
of churches at Greenville, South Caro- 
lina, Anderson, South Carolina, Atlanta, 
Georgia, Greensboro, North Carolina, St. 
Louis, Missouri, Charlotte, North Caro- 
lina, and Richmond, Virginia. He _ will 
make the commencement address at Fur- 
man University, a Baptist school in South 
Carolina. 


New York Crusade 
Plans Progress 


Evangelist Billy Graham’s New York 
Crusade will begin May 15, but already 
New York clergymen and members of the 
Graham team are busy in preparation. 

More than 1,500 ministers had expressed 
a desire to enlist as one of “cooperating” 
churches in the greater New York area, 
when the tabulation was made in March. 
Opening enrollment in the nine week 
counselor training program had reached 
4,500 at the end of the second week. This 






Bethel College and Seminary, an institution of the Baptist General Conference of 
America, has achieved a remarkable record in its training of Christian missionaries. 
Since Ola Hanson and his bride sailed for Burma to work among the Kachins in 1890, a 
total of 209 missionaries have gone from Bethel to other lands to preach the Christian 
gospel. Every department of Bethel College and Seminary has contributed representatives. 

The missionaries trained at Bethel have served on five continents, with Australia the 
only exception. They have worked on mission fields in Assam, Bengal-Orissa, North In- 
dia, South India, Burma, Thailand, Pakistan, Belgian Congo, French Equatorial Africa, 
Nigeria, French West Africa, Morocco, British Cameroons, Ethiopia, Formosa, Siam, 
Japan, East China, West China, Tibet, Philippine Islands, Brazil, Argentina, Guatemala, 
Greece, Spain, Finland, Alaska, Mexico, and Hawaii. 
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Introducing 
the 
Executive 
Committee 


Edward H. 
Pruden 


Dr. Edward Hughes Pruden, pastor of 
the First Baptist Church of Washington, 
D. C., was made a member of the BWA 
Executive Committee during the meeting 
of the Copenhagen Congress in 1947. 

Born in the state of Virginia in 1903, 
Dr. Pruden gained B.A. and D.D. degrees 
at Richmond University, the Th.M. degree 
at the Southern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary, and the Ph.D. at the University of 
Edinburgh, Scotland. He has studied also 
at Yale University. For two years he 
served as a teacher at Shanghai University 
in China, as part of the celebration by 
women of Virginia of the Henrietta Shuck 
Centennial. 

Dr. Pruden’s pastorates include the First 
Baptist Church of Petersburg, Virginia, 
and the First Baptist Church of Washing- 
ton, where he has been since 1936. He 
served as pastor to President Harry S. 
Truman during Truman’s tenure as Chief 
Executive of the United States. He has led 
the church in a building program which 
makes the church’s sanctuary and educa- 
tional facilities a stop of interest in one’s 
tour of the United States’ capital city. 

At the Copenhagen Congress in 1947, 
he gave an address at the meeting of 
English-speaking participants on “The 
Responsibility of English-Speaking Bap- 
tists for the Maintenance and Extension of 
Freedom.” 

Dr. Pruden has served as president of 
the Washington Federation of Churches 
and of the American Baptists Convention, 
and as a member of the foreign mission 
societies of both American and Southern 
Baptist Conventions. He currently is a 
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member of the Executive Committee of 
the Southern Baptist Convention. 





number is a third higher than that regis. 
tered in the 1954 London Crusade. 

Answering certain criticisms aimed at 
him, Graham told a meeting of the 
National Association of Evangelicals: “I 
would like to make myself quite clear. 
I intend to go anywhere, sponsored by 
anybody, to preach the gospel of Christ, 
if there are no strings attached to my 
message. I am sponsored by civic clubs, 
universities, ministerial associations, and 
councils of churches all over the world. 
I intend to continue. Not one person in 
New York has even suggested or hinted 
as to what my message should be. It 
will be precisely the same message that 
I have preached all over the world. The 
centrality of my message will be Christ 
and Him crucified.” 


New Record in Gifts 


Total receipts of all American Baptist 
Convention agencies reached the all-time 
high of $8,739,958 in 1956, according to 
Dr. Ralph ‘M. Johnson, general director 
of the Council on Missionary Cooperation. 
This was 9.2 percent above the goal and 
$256,118 more than was given the previous 
year. 


Southern Baptists Have 1,141 
Missionaries in Service 


One hundred twenty-one missionaries 
were appointed by the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board during 1956, a 
new annual record, bringing the total to 
1,113 missionaries in active — service. 
(New appointments in March and April 
1957 have brought the total in active serv- 
ice to 1,141.) 

The 2,730 overseas Baptist churches 
related to Southern Baptist work baptized 
24,423 people, bringing total membership 
to 361.859. These churches contributed an 
equivalent of $815,300 during the year. 

Among the 856 Southern Baptist schools 
on foreign fields are 23 theological semi- 
naries with 926 enrolled. Thirteen hos- 
pitals, nine dispensaries, and 32 clinics 
were in operation. 


Tue Baptist Worip 















of | Hungarian Refugees 
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te Denmark; Germany; Colombia; Costa 

Rica; Chile; Iceland; Belgium; Argen- 

at tina; Israel; Norway. 

-~ The Hungarian refugee program is 
merely a fragment of the larger pattern 

i that extends throughout the world where 

ri perhaps as many as 35 million people are 





homeless as a result of war and the revolu- 
tionary ferment of our times. Some 1,059,- 
500 of these hapless peoples are said to be 
in the Near East, with 12,915,000 in 
Europe, and 21,302,000 in Asia. 







The response of Baptists in behalf of the 
ministry to the needy peoples of the world 
continues to be heartening beyond words. 
But further support is desperately needed. 
Those who desire to share in the ministry 
to the refugees can do so best by forward- 
ing cash gifts, through their contributing 
bodies, to the Relief Committee of the 
Baptist World Alliance at 1628 Sixteenth 
Street, N.W., Washington, D. C., or 4 
Southampton Row, London, W.C., 1, Eng- 
land. 

















LETTERS 


Dear Sir: 

The March issue of THE Baptist Wor.D has 
just come to my desk and it is so well written 
and edited that I feel it is worth more than 
the $1.00 per year subscription price. Con- 
sequently, I am sending you a check for $5.00 
to salve my conscience for getting such a 


fine publication. 
John A. Dawson 


Chicago, IIl., U.S.A. 
Editor’s Note: Thank you, Mr. Dawson! 


Dear Sir: 

Please send me THE Baptist Wortp. I have 
been asked to write a news column for the 
Japan WMU magazine, and I understand the 
previous writer has relied upon your maga- 
zine very heavily. 

Anne Crittendon Martin 
Tokyo, Japan 


Dear Sir: 

Thank you for sending me copies of THE 
Baptist Worip, which I always enjoy read- 
ing, having met many of the people mentioned 
in its columns. We are constantly in prayer 
for the work of the Alliance, and for our 
Baptist work everywhere. 
Mrs. A. C. Church 
South Australia 











In The Western Hemisphere 





Price: $1.00 per year from the Washing- 
ton office: 

1628 Sixteenth Street, N. W. 
Washington 9, D. C., U. S. A. 










Subscription Form For 


Please send THE Baptist Wor Lp for one year to: 











“The Baptist World” 


In the Eastern Hemisphere 


Price: 4 shillings from the London office: 


4 Southampton Row 
London, W.C.1, England 




















OO Gift. 





O New. OC Renewal. 
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Please use additional sheet for other gift subscriptions. 
Six subscriptions for $5.00 (Western Hemisphere), 


Donor___ : s 









Special price: 
or £1 (Eastern Hemisphere). 
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THE Baptist WoRLD Application for second class mail privileges 
1628 Sixteenth Street, N. W. is pending at. Washington, D. C. 
Washington 9, D. C. 


American Baptist 'istorical Soctet 
1100 South Goodman Street 
Rochester 20, New York 





PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, TORONTO 


Sth Baptist Youth World Conference 


JUNE 27-JULY 2, 1958 TORONTO, CANADA 


It's not too early to start... . 





» saving your funds to go 
» planning to have your group represented 
»> sponsoring another group’s representative 
» offering your suggestions for the program 


Write: Robert S. Denny 
Baptist World Alliance 
1628 16th St., N. W. 
Washington 9, D. C. 
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